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Moderator

Patsy Gaines

325 Reily Rd.

Wyoming, OH 45215-2621
513-821-0555
pjgaines@aol.com

Vice Moderator for Justice
and Peace

Artheillia Thompson

16746 Fielding

Detroit, Ml 48219
313-345-6550 x210 (w)
313-592-1235 (h)
artheillia@detroitpresbytery.org

Vice Moderator for Mission
Interpretation

Mary Jane Boettcher

939 Woodlawn Ave.

Grand Haven, MI 49417
616-842-4302
Maryjane3@chartermi.net

Vice Moderator for Studies &
Spiritual Development
Christel Hilgarth

2201 Woodlawn Rd.
Portsmouth, OH 45662
740-354-4609
Sabine44@earthlink.net

Synod Representative to the
Churchwide Coordinating
Team

Francile (Fran) Anderson
2570 Silverside

Waterford, Ml 48328
248-673-7707
franan@famvid.com

Treasurer

Jennifer Grumelot
21110 Kaiser Rd.
Gregory, Ml 48137
734-498-2804
grumelot@juno.com

Secretary

Lynn Doyle

201 Wick Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44503
330-744-4307 (w)
330-533-2659 (h)
lynn@fpcyo.org

...Message from our Moderator, Patsy Gaines

Hear ye, hear ye!

Leadership Training

A three-day PW leadership-training event was held in Albuguerque, New
Mexico, with six leaders from each synod participating. This training
consisted of: worship, community building, forums, plenary presentations and
workshops on leadership-related topics.

You will be hearing more about this as every church is to receive this training.

Churchwide Gathering

The 2009 Churchwide Gathering will be held Saturday, July 11- Wednesday
July 15 at Louisville, KY. The Business Meeting will be held during the
Gathering, not prior to it as in 2006.

The National Association of Presbyterian Clergywomen (NAPC) will be
meeting with PW in 2009. They will hold their own business meeting, but
will be part of PW plenaries, workshops and other programming. They will
be on several planning committees.

Bible Study

The 2010 Bible Study on Revelation will be written by Barbara Rossing,
author of “The Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the Book of
Revelation.”

The 2008 Bible Study Committee is seeking nominations for the 2011-12 study
on the Beatitudes. Nominations are due by February 1, 2009. Send forms to
Susan Jackson Dowd at sjackson@ctr.pcusa.org or 100 Witherspoon St.,
Louisville, KY 40202.

History

PW will celebrate its 20th Anniversary in 2008. The January/February 2008
issue of Horizons will focus on this event.

A revised History Exhibit Kit is being prepared, replacing the old Traveling
History Exhibit. To obtain copies contact Patricia Longfellow (see Page 8).

Leadership

“Becoming the Beloved Community: People of Faith Working Together to
Eradicate Racism” is a very user-friendly PW audiovisual resource that has
just been completed. This DVD is designed to encourage meaningful dialogue
about racism and to equip people of faith to work together to eradicate racism
and bring about the beloved community that God intended. The DVD has
four 15-minute segments, packet includes a study guide. To order, contact
PDS 800/524-2612 and ask for item PWR-06-120, $20.

...continued on page 2
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PW/SOC Coordinating Team

Registrar
Goldie Burrier

1101 E. 10th St.
Salem, OH 44460
330-332-5548
gburrier@sbcglobal.net

Historian

Ginny McCook

5055 Brenden Way
Sylvania, OH 43560
419-882-2693
john_mccook@msn.com

Gathering Coordinator
Carol Winkler

22 Porter Lane

Ft. Thomas, KY 41075
859-991-5079
winksmama@insightbb.com

Leadership Development
Coordinator

Martha J. Pool

6845 Marietta Rd. SE
Lancaster, OH 43130
740-569-7691(h)
740-653-3330 (w)
poolfam@buckeyenet.net

Communicator
Open

Search Moderator
Janice Wieland

2274 Clough Ridge Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45230
513-232-3551
jatwie@juno.com

Search Member
Alyce Riggs

953 Kings Highway
Lincoln Park, MI 48186
313-382-2648

no email

Search Member

Kari Gorman

25119 Chapelweigh
Farmington Hills, Ml 48336
248-473-5895 (h)
248-770-1495 (c)
klgorman87@yahoo.com

Moderator's message continued from page 1...

Global Exchange

Theme: “Joined and Knit Together in Love” Czech Republic, Hungary and
Ukraine

September 2008 — $4,500 per participant — Application deadline: June 1,
2007 USA Mission Experience

Theme: “Beyond Borders—PW Focus on Immigration” El Paso/Ciudad Juarez

April 12-19, 2008 — $1,400 participant — Application deadline: June 1,
2008

Synod of the Covenant Coordinating Team

Please mark your calendars for Bowling Green....June 22-24, 2007 for the CT
FALL MEETING, October 19-20 at the Synod Office in Maumee, Ohio.

Yours in Christ, Patsy Gaines

Synod Gathering for Women from 18-113!
June 22 -24, 2007

Don’t miss your opportunity....
REGISTER TODAY!
Early registration deadline is MAY 15, 2007

NOMADS - TENTS - JOURNEYS
Bowling Green State University

Keynoters:
Lydia Hernandez, Austin TX
Betty Meadows, Louisville, KY
Lillian Oats, New York, NY, Tempe, AZ

Pastoral Counselor:
Mary Kuhns, Louisville, KY

Cost: $190
After May 15" cost is $220.
Includes accommodations, meals, program, and presentations.

FOR MORE REGISTRATION INFO AND FORMS visit
http://www.pwsoc.org/gathering/default.asp
Or speak to your PW Presbytery Moderator, other leaders,
OR check with presbytery offices.
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Search Member

Florence Morrison

14068 Bayview Ave.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
231-223-7159
florencemorrison@aol.com

Search Member

Jan Hart

400 Parkside Dr.

Bay Village, OH 44140
440-871-9056
DudsMoml@aol.com

Member-at-large, Cabinet on
Ethnic Church Affairs
Janice Glaspie

4326 Villa Dr. #10

Cincinnati, OH 45242
513-984-1047
jatglaspie@aol.com

Member-at-large, Justice For

...from Mary Jane Boettcher, Vice-Moderator for Mission Interpretation
Well, have you registered yet?

Hi Ladies! This is the time to set June 22, 23 & 24 aside for yourself and come
to Bowling Green State University for the PW Synod Gathering. Your journey
will be exciting, | promise! The many tents we have set up for your experience
are so exciting! Our Synod Gathering has a mission side to it also. If you
would be so kind as to bring items listed on Page 9 of this newsletter, | will
make certain that all items will be turned over to Tammy Scheuermann
(Mobile Health Fair Coordinator) who will distribute these necessities to
migrant workers in the Synod of the Covenant. | will give you a full
accounting at the Synod Gathering! No money is needed! See you there!

Women

Jean Snyder

6410 Linkview Court
Florence, KY 41042
859-525-9333
jdsnyder00@aol.com

Church Women United
Michigan
Lois Poston
288 Shirley
Birmingham, MI 48009
248-646-9574
ieposton@juno.com

Ohio
Janice Wieland
2774 Clough Ridge Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45230
513-232-3551
jatwie@juno.com

Presbytery Moderators

Cincinnati
Jan Dixon
1206 Second St.
Cincinnati, OH 45215
513-733-4803
hjldixon@yahoo.com

...from Artheillia Thompson, Vice Moderator for Justice & Peace

Take advantage of two conferences

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Vice Moderator for Justice and
Peace.

Another dimension can be added to our being aware and supportive of
Christ’s love for all people. Following are two events that can help us to share
a Christ-centered focus and a better understanding of lifting up universal
human rights in this country as well as abroad. There is an opportunity for
the gospel to not only touch us but to move us to transform ourselves and
others.

Peace, Artheillia Thompson
Calling All Elders

Please consider attending to the first ever
"National Elders Conference." The
conference will be held August 29-31, 2007
at the Renaissance Hotel, Nashville, TN.

The theme is "Elder as Spiritual Leader — Reclaiming the Call." Elders are
chosen by the people. They exercise leadership, government, and discipline
and have responsibilities for the life of your church. Elders are called to this
office to strengthen and nurture the faith, hope and life of your congregation.

At this conference elders will hear nationally known Presbyterians lead our
worship and serve as plenary speakers. The plenary presentations will be led
by elders and have been designed to encompass all that an elder may want to
know to be the best elder he/she can be. They will experience prayer, study
and education.

Elders you will not want to miss this exciting conference of a network of
elders.

For more information and a registration brochure please visit the following
web site: http://www.pcusa.org/eldersconference/.

...continued on page 4
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PW/SOC Coordinating Team

Presbytery Moderators

DETROIT
Kari Gorman
25119 Chapelweigh
Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248-473-5895 (h)
248-770-1495 (c)
klgorman87@yahoo.com
EASTMINSTER
Goldie Burrier
1101 E. 10th St.
Salem, OH 44460
330-332-5548
gburrier@sbcglobal.net

LAKE HURON
Nadine Baxter
5440 Fairview
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
810-694-4594
jonabax@aol.com

LAKE MICHIGAN
Mary Bennett
4180 125TH Ave.
Allegan, MI 49010
269-673-2854
thebennetts@macatawa.com

MACKINAC
Pat Peterson
PO Box 309
Harrisville, MI 48740
989-724-6431
bestcapt2@peoplepc.com

MAUMEE VALLEY
Alyce Ann Schmidt
1708 Oak Dr.
Fremont, OH 43420
419-332-9664
schmidt20@cfaes.osu.edu

MIAMI
Mary Kindell
1512 N. Breiel Ave.
Middletown, OH 45042
513-423-3307
carlmary@nls.net

MUSKINGUM VALLEY
Marilyn McClure
8256 St. Rt. 514
Big Prairie, OH 44611
330-567-2157
no email

...Artheillia’s message continued from Page 3

A week of Prayer and Witness with Christians in the Middle
East
The 217th General Assembly invites
all 11,000 Presbyterian congregations to participate...
Between Easter and Pentecost, April 8 and May 27, 2007

Excellent aids for celebrating the Weck of Prayer and Witness have been created
for you by the offices of the General Assembly Council that relate to our
Christian partners in the Middle East in collaboration with volunteers from
the Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)).

Resources for celebrating the week:
«  Worship booklet and bulletin insert
« Adult study resources
+ Children and youth resource
+ Travel opportunities
+ Craft fairs and partnership products
+ Dinner and discussion
+ PC(USA) mission connections

. love one another as | have loved you

Resources can be found at the PCUSA site: s

http://www.pcusa.org/worldwide/weekofprayer/resources.htm

Alternative Gifts International (AGI)

The global mission of AGI is to send authentic, life-giving gifts
to a needy world — gifts that build a partnership with people in
crisis and that protect and preserve the earth’s endangered
environment — to nourish and sustain a more equitable and
peaceful global community.

Some examples of gifts you can purchase:
$49 purchases one wheelchair for someone in Cambodia
$65 purchases one goat for an Ethiopian family or orphan

$28 provides the materials for one Lorena stove in
Honduras$34 provides vaccinations, health education &
personal hygiene training for one person in Vietnam

$57 provides school supplies and partial tuition fees for 1
year for a child in Uganda

$220 provides permanent, accessible clean water for one
family in Bolivia
For more information on Alternative Gift Markets, visit
www.alternativegifts.org
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PW/SOC Coordinating Team | ---from Vice Moderator for Studies & Spiritual Development, Christel Hilgarth
Presbytery Moderators The LiVil‘Ig Word
SCIOTO VALLEY My children had grown and had moved away anq were scattered arounq the
Ann B. Walker county. My husband’s work had taken us to Ohio. | felta loss and a void.
1819 Franklin Park South Not only were my children out of the home, but I also had left my friends and
Columbus, OH 43205 church of 26 years in Missouri behind.
géj\,—fgfégzgcglobal_net As a stay-at-home-mom, all my energy had gone into raising children. I had no
idea what to do next, what to do for the rest of my life. My skills were limited,
WESTERN RESERVE so | thought, and I was full of fear and self-doubt about my abilities. My
Claudia Meyke husband asked me one day, when | bemoaned the fact that | felt this empty
(1:?045} G:japg:_";‘rﬁﬁ’le- nest syndrome, “What would you like to do?” My answer was, “I am retired
21%‘{2;{‘_5'724 now. | am going to do what and go where the Spirit leads me.” This was my
no email favorite answer of avoidance, but little did | know that there was a kernel of
truthin it.

In my daily devotions I practiced lectio divina (holy reading). | read and reread small sections of scripture.
This particular early morning was no different. John 5:3-9 was the text for the day. | read the text three times
and began to journal. However to my surprise, the text came alive and spoke directly to me. | was in the scene
of the text. 1 was the ill person lying at the pool and when Jesus saw me he spoke to me and asked, “How long
have you been in this disabling condition?” | answered, “For a long time and | have no one whom I can trust to
help me. Jesus said, “Isn’t it time after so many years for you to get up and walk? I'll walk with you until the
end of time.” | realized my fears and concerns had paralyzed me to move forward, to embrace new life. |1 was
stuck in the past. The Word in Scripture had life and touched me and invited me to get up, to move, to come
into the present and to be open to the future. In John 5:6, Jesus asked the man at the pool, “Do you want to be
made well?” Jesus asked me through the text, "Do you want to be made well?” | was open and ready to be
made well. | had felt sorry for myself for too long, I had held on to the past long enough. The living Word in
Scripture is for me as valid today as when it was written so long ago. | now follow the Spirit’s call for ministry.
My fear has left me. So have the self-doubts. I do know that the Holy Spirit is going to be there with me and
fill in my weaknesses.

Therefore it was easy for me when | was called into ministry as deacon and elder and in service to PW to say
“Yes.” The Word of God can come alive for each one of us not just for me. Jesus invites us each one of us, every
day, to leave our fears, our self-doubts behind and to embrace the new life that is offered to us, to embrace the
new and leave the old behind and to be open to change. We are not alone, Jesus made promises to his disciples
in (John 14:15) and those promises are also made to each one of us.

Jesus promises not to leave us orphaned, but will send the Spirit of
Truth, the Helper whom the world cannot see. We, however, will When you readh”l‘g Gospel of ‘JhOh”
know the Spirit of Truth because it lives in us, in you and in me. As| | 2:3-9, are you held captive at the
. L pool?

reflected how the Word had spoken to me, | believe the Living
Word speaks to each one of you and to our churches and to PW. What promise does Jesus make to
Jesus says do not be afraid | will not leave you orphaned, but will you in John 14:15?
send the Spirit of_ Truth, the Hel_pgzr whom the world cannot see. Who and what empowers you to
You, however, will know the Spirit of Truth, because the Spirit lives | ministry, service and mission in the
in you. name of Christ and what do you need

] to let go of in order to move forward?
Shalom, Christel
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...from Lois Poston, representing
Church Women United - Michigan

State Assembly meets

The 78" Annual State Assembly of Church
Women United in Michigan met at Traverse City
M1 on April 20-21, 2007. The gathering was
attended by 200 women from all corners of the
state and a few guests from the nearby states of
Ohio and Indiana.

The entire event centered around the theme,
“Treasures of the Heart” using relevant songs,
readings and scripture. Vera Sparks, President of
the Greater Grand Traverse Bay Church Women
United Unit and also Area 6 Chair, graciously and
ably directed all the wonderful activities. Many
area residents, including a children’s choir,
entertained with various styles of singing through
out the two-day event.

The ministry of Church World Service was
highlighted in one of the focus groups. We
learned of the urgent need for the blankets, kits
and tools of hope. It was interesting to learn that
250 blankets, 245 health kits, 30 school kits and 15
baby kits were distributed in Michigan in 2006.
Nearly 350 CWS kits were collected at the
Assembly.

Carole Stow of Bay City, as President of State Unit
of CWU, presided over the business meetings.
Mary Hatter from Y psilanti continues as Vice
President. Nineteen outstanding women from
fifteen different units were honored as Valiant
Women.

Extravagant hospitality and goodie bags filled
with misc. cherry products and candy donated by
area churches and merchants were greatly
appreciated by those attending. The Assembly
was truly a wonderful ecumenical gathering of
church women.

Presbyterian Women are urged to support Church
Women United in your own communities.

Church Women United motto
“Agreed to differ, resolved to love, united to serve.”

News from PW in the Presbytery
of Scioto Valley

Presbyterian Women in the Scioto Valley held their
Spring Gathering at Broad Street Presbyterian Church,
Columbus, Ohio, on April 26, 2007. The morning session
included a worship service of prayer and participatory
responses in keeping with the theme of the day, “Building
the Community of Women,” and was led by Cristel
Hilgarth. A prayerful rendition of “O Lord, You Are
Beautiful” was sung by Betty Kennedy and Ruthann Noel.

The following women were nominated by their churches
and received the 2007 Women of Faith award:
Erma Gordon (Fairmoor Presbyterian)
Zeulah Goldsmith (Central College Presbyterian)
Joy Creighton (First Presbyterian, Athens)
Ellen Click (Mifflin Presbyterian)

An Honorary Life Membership was given to Jeannie
Harsh, Associate Executive Presbyter in the Presbytery of
Scioto Valley.

Newly elected Coordinating Team leaders were installed
by Lynn Coons, former PWP Moderator and former
Moderator of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley:

Vice-Moderator for Study/Spiritual Development
Thelma Brown
Vice-Moderator for Mission Interpretation
Jane Dickson
Coordinator for Chillicothe Area
Kaye York-Longworth
Coordinator for Columbus East Area
Margaret Ann Samuels

Catrelia Hunter, Moderator (PW/CCT) was the
Gathering's keynote speaker. Her message addressed the
theme of PW being an inclusive and caring community
that welcomes and affirms all women. She stated that
“PW is a community that acknowledges the gift of God in
all women. It is acommunity that makes an intentional
effort to love and build-up one another. Itisacommunity
whose efforts recognize our history and implement our
vision.”

A reception was held, following the Gathering, for
Catrelia and members of CT/PSV at the home of
Moderator Ann Walker.

Sylvia Jones, Communicator
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Greetings from Lake Michigan Presbyterian Women!!

Last fall an envelope was mailed to every PW organization in our 70 churches with a “small project” idea.
Included was a sample baby gown with pattern/instructions included. Also, a sheet with the items needed to
make Health Kits and School Kits that their ladies or church members could assemble. Then we asked them
to bring their gowns and Kits to our Spring Gathering on April 21st, and LMPW would pay the postage. Then
we found out there is a Church World Service representative in Lansing — David Bower. He came and did a
program and then took the kits and gowns with him saving us the postage!

Some of the PWs loved the baby gown project so much that one church made and sent 144! Our total was
almost 500 baby gowns, 188 Health Kits and 98 School Kits along with $2 for each kit. (See picture on Page
8.) And more are still being turned in. It's amazing what PW can accomplish — one woman at a time!

We also presented and voted at our Spring Gathering revised By-laws to discontinue the use of the term “PW
Enabler” and now use the term “Liaison.” LMPW will also now have Co-Moderators and for a term of two (2)
years instead of a four (4) year commitment. We still have 3 openings on our CT and the Search Team is

confident they can fill them this summer.

We have a couple ideas for another “small project” which we'll present to our women this fall. If you have had

a successful small project, I'd love to hear from you!!!
Sisters in Christ, Mary Bennett — LMPW Moderator

News from Maumee Valley Presbytery PW

Presbyterian Women of Maumee Valley Presbytery
met on April 14 at the Collingwood Presbyterian
Church in Toledo. During the short worship service,
Hazel Kragt, a former PW Moderator, brought the
message encouraging us to let the joy and
commitment of Easter be with us on Monday after
Easter and throughout the year. She challenged us to
live like Jesus and do like Jesus did.

Roll call showed 13 churches represented with 10
women attending a gathering for the first time.
Women were encouraged to order HORIZONS as
they watched the skit, “Please Get Your Own Copy!”

Lee Sunday, Peace and Justice Coordinator,
emphasized peacemaking by each of us, thinking of
ourselves as peacemakers. She shared a bit about her
recent trip to Kenya.

Patricia McVetty urged attendance at the upcoming
Synod Gathering at Bowling Green State University.

Lyn Long explained Together in Service and
demonstrated the mosquito net as women were
encouraged to buy Mother's Day cards. In keeping
with the theme of the day “On Our Way to Mission,”
women were invited to share what was being done in
their local PWs. Collingwood Presbyterian offers an

after school program, CYMBAL, to expose
community children to the arts. Two from Findlay
First used a skit to promote blanket Sunday and
another from Findlay First shared her feelings while
traveling with a crew to assist Katrina victims.

Featured mission for the day was the Prison
Fellowship International. Rev. Kim, pastor at
Hamni Covenant in Toledo is encouraging funding
for the Makandi Farming Prison in Africa and was
unable to be present due to his travels to Korea. A
movie was shown to introduce us to this project.
Three women from the Hamni church sang in their
native language and another played the violin. We
appreciated this opportunity to partner with the
Korean congregation.

Installation of officers followed the re-election of
Alyce Ann Schmidt, Moderator; Donna Hone, Search
chairman, Lee Sunday, Peace and Justice

Our Fall Gathering will be Sept. 29 at First
Presbyterian, Findlay, Ohio, with the theme
“Women Changing the World from Generation to
Generation.”

Coordinator and newly elected Vice Moderator,
Martha Baltzell
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Are you ready to be trained?

Greetings Presbyterian Women!

What a privilege it was to attend the PW
Leadership Training in Alubquerque in March
2007, representing PW/SOC along with five other
women. Through worship, plenary sessions and
workshops, | was challenged and encouraged to
stretch my vision of PW in so many ways.
Leadership is so important at ALL levels of PW, not
just at the Presbytery and Synod levels. Those
women struggling to hold PW together or to grow
PW in their congregations (PWC) are searching for
answers. The strides taken by the Churchwide
Coordinating Team to make PW more flexible, to
be more responsive to PWCs, and to share the skills
of leadership throughout the WHOLE organization
is commendable. Now those of us who have
received this training are likewise ready and poised
to begin making leadership training available to
both Presbytery PWs and Congregational PWs.

You will be hearing more about our plans to “get
the word out” during the next year. And the first
place to get some of the “juicy” information is at the
Synod Gathering in June. | will be offering a Tent
Experience during Saturday afternoon with ideas
directly from the Leadership Training in
Alubquerque.

Though I go off of the Synod PW Coordinating
Team in June, | will still be on the team to do
training over the next few years. So when you hear
that it is coming near you, | hope you will jump at
the chance to find out how PW is changing for the
better and how you can be a part of the excitement.

Joyfully, Martha Pool, Leadership Development
Coordinator

May is “Send in Your PW
Roster” Month

Synod Moderators, Presbytery Moderators and
Congregational PWs are to send in their rosters of
leaders during the month of May to the Louisville
office.

This is a new change. In previous years, Synod
Moderators and Presbytery Moderators sent their
rosters in, but congregational PWs did not (they
reported to the Presbytery).

Now all PW bodies will report in May and then any
changes again in September. (For example, Jane Doe
is replacing Betty Smith as Treasurer and her e is her
contact info...)

Your rosters should include
* Who s reporting (e.g. Miami Presbytery or
Trinity PW, Goodland, Michigan)
» All leaders: first & last name, address, phone
number and email address.

Please send the information to:
Patricia Longfellow
100 Witherspoon St.
Louisville KY 40202-1396
plongfel@ctr.pcusa.org

Mary Jane Boettcher and Mary Bennett stand by
mission gifts at the PW Spring Gathering of Lake
Michigan Presbytery.
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Mission Items to
bring to the
Synod Gathering

Sunscreen — medium to
large bottle

Sunglasses — any kind for
adult or child

Chapstick — blue
moisturizer label

Visine (or generic) eye
cleanser (because
workers are exposed to
various pesticides)

Toothpaste & toothbrush
— both adult and child

Dental Floss for adults
Shampoo

Large bars of soap
Washcloths

(No towels as they do not fit
in the bags.)

2007 Newsletter
Deadlines

August 1
November 1

Reflections and observations from Rick Ufford-Chase, Executive
Director of the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. Rick is also a reservist
and the Arizona borderlands representative for Christian Peacemaker
Teams.

If the Mango Tree Could Speak - A Poem

If the Mango Tree Could Speak:

Many of you have asked for a copy of this poem that I often read
when I speak in public. I thought it would be appropriate to share it
as a blog entry in the context of two conversations I've had under a

mango tree here in the Congo.

(a collaborative poem by The Owl and the Panther — a support group
in Tucson, AZ for teenagers and young adults whose families were
forced to flee violence and come to the U.S. when they were
children.)

If the mango tree could speak, it would be honest.
It would tell us how it feels inside.
It would touch our hearts and we would know what is good and bad.
It would talk about my people and say how they live.

It would talk about my broken heart of memories, my broken heart
of my past, my broken heart hearing people cry for their relatives.
If the mango tree could speak it would weep with the fear of
thousands of years.

It would cry for all the suffering of the people.

It would say what happened a long time ago.

It would speak about what has been lost.

It would teach numbers by counting how many people it has seen
killed.

It would tell how the people are suffering.

It would say that the children are strong.

If the mango tree could speak, it would be a storyteller,

It would be shy.

It would know great and sad stories.

If the mango tree could speak it would say that the people are
beautiful and that they have love to give.

It would say "help the poor people."

It would sing
"Hope lives on, Peace can come wave it's banner in my leaves."
If the mango tree could speak, it would say "Do not cut me, please."
It would say, "I love you."

The mango tree would tell the truth.

(by: marge, marianna, amy, juana, mayra, walter, winston, george,
cinthya, moslin, sandy, vicky, jennifer, alfonso, rina, edna, thelma)

posted by Rick Ufford-Chase at Thursday, May 19, 2005



